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Wendy Michels, 8th grade language arts teacher, presented in the 21st 

Century Classroom at the NJSBA Convention. Her workshop was called 

"Engaging Students Using Classroom Technology". 

 

 

 



 

This week in Mrs. 

Heaney’s science 

classes, students 

learned about cells 

and the processes 

they undergo.  

Throughout the 

week, students 

modeled the process 

of osmosis with 

gummy bears and 

water and recorded 

the data they found.  

Students also learned 

about compounds 

that are present in 

life.  They were able 

to use Legos to model 

the make-up of some 

of these 

biomolecules.  It was 

a fun-filled week in 

science. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Lindner’s students were busy this week working on an interactive 

program using area grids to convert decimals, fractions, and percents, 

called Gizmos. The students could manipulate the data easily to see 

whether the three forms were related or equivalent!  

 



 

BCMS Counselor's Corner 

 

As a follow- up to the Aloha Teen Leader training for our three leadership 

groups at BCMS and the school-wide assembly about acceptance, kindness 

and diversity, students signed the Kindness Pledge. Thanks to one of our 

newest members of the Culture Club, Dominick Giampino, we are able to 

share this time lapse of the students actively making their commitment 

to maintaining a positive school climate. The Kindness Pledge is hanging 

in the BCMS cafeteria as a reminder to all students. 

 

Click here to view Kindness Pledge Video 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx3-Yny9ZRAhSlU1eFYxVWVrc1E/view


ENRICHMENT BLOCK 

 

Enrichment Block classes have gotten off to a GREAT start! Central 

Chorale, Falcon Pride and Falcon Fever have been working on music for 

their first concert December 6 with Mrs. Langston and the Strings classes 

under our new teacher, Mr. Birckhead. Band students are also working 

towards their December 13th concert with Mrs. DeNicuolo. ICE 1 will be 

ending November 9 and new topics will start November 14. Check out 

some of the products from ICE1 students below. 

 

 

 

 



GATE 7 

 
This week the GATE 7 class visited the Readington Reformed Churchyard 

in Readington, NJ to research individuals who lived in our area in previous 

centuries. Students toured the churchyard and considered the unique 

qualities of the stones as well as the individuals and families found there. 

The students then made rubbings of stones they found interesting to use 

as primary source artifacts. They will continue to research these 

individuals online to find more details about their life and times in the 

coming weeks. Then they will be writing a piece of original historical 

fiction based on the life and times of an individual found in the 

churchyard. Many thanks to Ms. Terry Digan, Mr. Ken Iselin and Ms. 

Catherin Gumpert from Readington Reformed for their assistance in 

setting up this experience! 

 

 

 



Awesome 8th Grade Be-A-Buddy students continued their service 

learning by making a window wall filled with supportive sticky note 

messages.  Sixth, seventh and eighth graders will be encouraged to think 

about how we all need motivation and pick-me-ups from time to time and 

to “take” what they need from this message board during their lunch 

periods. We will work to include other classes from other grades to 

partake in replenishing the messages on the wall. Props to 8th graders for 

their empathy and creativity including this one from Owen (pictured 

left).  A special thank you to Ms. DeBlasi (pictured far right) for helping 

out by making some creative sticky notes and initiating to extend this 

writing opportunity to students in Mr. Rogoff’s Language Arts class. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6th grade math students applied their knowledge of ratios to plan their 

own road trip through cities in New Jersey. They calculated the total 

distance of their road trip in miles using a map scale, the total cost of gas 

for the trip, and researched fun activities to do in each city! Students 

enjoyed applying their newly developed skills to a practical situation.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

E. N. measures the 

distance between 

cities on the map in 

order to convert to 

miles. 



BCMS Athletics 

 

 

Great news in the world of BCMS Athletics: We have found a 

wrestling coach for this year! Click here to read Coach Rourke's 

bio or find it on the Wrestling page of the Athletics website. We 

are still accepting paperwork so be sure to complete your 

permission forms. 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3u1jzdH_V1lTUdBVkhzT1JMdWc/view
https://sites.google.com/a/branchburg.k12.nj.us/bcms_athletics/home/wrestling
https://twitter.com/BCMSAtheltics


Aloha Teen Leader Workshop & Assembly 

A message from Mrs. Gorski 

Many thanks to the Teen Leaders from the Culture Club, Student Council and Peer Leadership. Thursday 

was a fine example of what true leadership is all about....working together, breaking down the barriers 

and acceptance. Let us not forget Kevin Wanzer's message about being positive and reaching out to 

others to help them to feel included. Students in the school will be signing a Kindness Pledge which will 

be posted in the school as a reminder of their commitment to making BCMS the most inclusive and 

nurturing environment that it can be. 

    

 

    



 

In Mr. Rogoff’s 7th grade language arts classes, students had to evaluate 

the challenge of how a reader would view Dallas Winston using 

characterization elements and textual evidence from The Outsiders by 

S.E. Hinton. It sparked debate amongst the class to determine if Dally 

was a dynamic or static character. 

To drive his point home, C.D. dressed like a "greaser" to give the class a 

visual representation of the character to motivate discussion in his 

classmates! 

 



 

On Monday, October 10th, the Math Counts club went to Duke 

Farms in Hillsborough, New Jersey. Students used G.P.S units to 

go geocaching, relying on their decoding and navigation skills. 

They also learned about the historical and environmental 

significance of the grounds. Thanks Mrs. Emmons for planning a 

fun-filled trip filled with meaningful learning! 

 



ICE 8: 3D Design and Printing 

The 8th grade 3D Design and Printing ICE group has been busy researching different CAD 

designs, learning to use a cloud-based 3D design program (Tinkercad) and setting up to print 

their best designs with Cura driver software for the Ultimaker 2+. Here's what they have to say 

about why they chose to design and print their particular object:          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"I made a blue shell from Mario 

cart. I printed this because Mario 

Kart is one of my favorite games."  

-- Joe 

 

 

 

"I made the first layer of a 

3x3 Rubik's cube. These 

were     just test pieces and 

I know what I must 

change. There was a flaw 

with the printing, where 

there is a line through the 

pieces." -- Jack  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

"I printed a "Nuka Cola" bottle, a classic 

piece from the Fallout Series (video 

game). I thought it would be cool to 

print this out because it is a very 

recognizable and cool collectible from 

the game. In the beginning of the 

marking period, the stl file would not 

load on my chromebook, so I had to 

login to a desktop, so that it could 

process and download the file into the 

card. From then on, everything else was 

easy, changing the color, and waiting. I 

removed the base and Mesh like plastic 

at the bottom as a support and other 

parts I did not want with a dremel 

(under special watch of my dad). For 

my next print, I will make an object 

myself using Tinkercad. I am thinking of 

making some sort of small item used in 

engineering." -- Angelos  

 

 

 

"For my 3D Printing project I printed 

prototypes of Chess Pieces of my own 

design. Some problems that occurred 

were that the software I used to design 

wouldn't let me make the knight piece 

symmetric, two pieces were damaged in 

handling (King and Bishop) which upset 

me, but at least they were prototypes! I 

can continue to make better designs so 

that they can be perfect." -- Connor  

 


